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To the Right Worſhipful 
Sir ROGER BRADSHAIGH, 
on | 
HAIGH, in the County Palatine of 
LANCASTER, Baronet. 


LE # 

SHE common Pretence of Print- 

; ing Diſcourſes of this Nature, 

is, the Importnnity of thoſe that 

heard them ; whereas I am prevailed with 
to put this into your Hands, becauſe" you 
id not hear it. The Subjeftt,' as it is 
handed into the World upon Occaſion of the 
Death of that excellent Lady, your Grand- 
mother, will recerue more Illuſtration from 
the Brightneſs of her Piety, than it can 
Yo A 3 from 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
from the Clearneſs of my Periods : And, as 


:t courts your Patronage, fo grue me leave 
to tell you, it expects your Conſideration, 
You are juſt entring on the Stage of an Un- 
ſetled World ; and whether the Part you 
muſt there att, be lgng, or ſhort, you know 
not.*. But this T know ; When-cver the 
Moment comes, wherein you muſt withdraw, 
the Words of my Text will be the Matter 
of your Prayers. 'Let me adviſe you there- 
fore, not to leave that Important Bufmeſs 
to the Vanity of an idle Wiſh then, whilſt 
ou may. ſecure it now, by the Sincerity of a 
Virtuous Life. Not that you ever gave 
the leaſt Fealoufie to ſuſpet your Converſe, 
No! The Hepes and Expectations of all 
amongſt us, are, That the Temperance and 
Sobriety, the Decorum and Mogefty, the | 
Condeſcention and  Afability, which are © 

exemplary in you, will be very inſtrumental 
#3 reclaim that Degeneracy of fome of OuY 
Young Gentry, which the Country doth la- 
; | ment, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ment. And when I caſt a Thought on 
that Generous Stock, from whence you 
ſprung, : I muff conclude, that Ingenuity is- 
mntail'd upon you by Succeſſion : For you 
know what our beloved Horace ſings; (and 
your Love for him, is to me an infallible 
Omen, that you will. rather exceed, than 
barely anſwer our beſt Opinions of you ; 


for never any Man, T yet heard of, miſ- 


carried, that loved Horace.) 
Fortes creantur fortibus, & bonis, &c. 


Since Haigh wanted a prefiding Genius, 
the Orb we live in ſeems to have wanted 
an Intelleft to govern it. What then ſhall 
T jay ? I will re-mind you of your Promiſe, 
and our Defires, with 4 Scrap of our old 
Friend. > 


Maturum reditum pollicitus— redi. 


Lucem 


 The'Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


_ Luceiil redde tux; Vir Bone, Patriz : 

Ivy Inſtar Veris enim Vultus ubi taus 
Afeulſit Populo, gratior it Dies, 
= Soles melius nitent. ls 
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Af ANTE in ; Publ 'nbeſ 


| Sheets, at the Requeſt / that Wi orthy 
Perſonage, who bile to be Nameleſs, is, 


to let you and him" know; that T am his, 
and, : 
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--, = DEATH of tho 
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Numb. 2 3. v. 10. the letter part of it. 


Let me die the Death of the Righteous, 
and let my laſt End be like hs. 


4 THAT there is a Reward for Righ- 
reouſneſs, and a Recompence for 
Vertae, 1s ſuch a neceſſary Article of 
Faith, that Religion can by no means ſubſiſt 
without it. For, Who would condcſcend to 
the ſevere Yoke of Mortification, Sclt-denial, 
and Bearing of the Croſs, if there were not 
a Sceptre of Rightcouſneſs, and a Crown of 
Life; for him that overcumeth 2 Who would 
þe expoſed to the Malice. of Man, and the 
Fury of the World, were there no Future 
Recompence to reward his Patience ? Or, 
Who would wear out an uneafic Lite m the 
ſharp Diſcipline of Chriſtianity, if Life Ecer- 
nal was not intaiF'd upon it? For, if in this 1Ces. 5 
Life only we had Hope in Chriſt, we were of all '7 
Men moft miſerable. But, ſo conſcious 1s = 
SOU 


The Death of the Righteous. 


Soul of a future Audit, wherein defpifed Ver- 
tue ſhall be cxalted, and proſperous Wicked- 
neſs depoſed, that the lewdeſt Wretch that 
ſpends a Thought upon ir, falls to his Prayers, 
and cries, Let me die the Death of the Righteous, 
and let my laſt End be like his. 

I make no doubt, but the Fanatical Pro- 
phet, in this Rapture of Zeal, had an Eye 
ro thofe ſucceeding Joys, which Death doth 
hand the Righteous Man unto; thoſe endleſs, 
Pleaſures which are reſeryed in Heaven for 
all thoſe that ſerve and love their God. But 
then, though this does chiefly fill his Eye, yet 
he cannot paſs over the remarkable Difference 
that is vihble betwixt the Good and Bad, in 
their Departure hence, without the Index of 
an Obferving Finger, and a Nota bene. As if, 
were there no Paradiſe tor the one to coycr, 
or the other to inherit; yet Providence ſhews 
fuch a diſtinguiſhing Parrality in their refpe- 
ctive Diſſolutions, that the External Circum- 
ſtances of a good Man's Death may be the 
Object of a bad Man's Envy : For the pre- 
ſaging Fears of this Fore-ſeer's Doom makes 
him wiſh, only to die the Death of the Righ- 
zeors, Whatever might become of him after- 
wards: And therefore he ſpeaks like an Atheiſt, 

Let 
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The Death of the Righteous. 2 


Let my Soul die : ( So the Original. ) 

As if he imagined, that when that 4,422 0ueh 
vaniſhed, it was only to be incorpo- (LXX. 
rated with the ſoft Air : And yet he Mia anime mis 


_ could wiſh that the Formalitv of 


that Expiration might be attended with ſuch 
favourable Junctures, as commonly wait on 
che Exit of a Righteous Perſon. 

Ler us therefore enquire what ſignal In- 
dulgences diverſifhie this common Fate, that 
Death, which indiſcriminacely doth paſs on 
all, ſhould be fo tenderly inclined to ſome, 
that the very Wounds of: the laſt Enemy are 
no leſs precious than the Balm of Friendſhip. 
And the inſeparable Properties of a good 
Man's Death ( for I mean not to ſpeak of pri- 
vileged Favours, thoſe Raptures and Extaſies 
that fore-ſtall Heayen, and fill the Soul of 
ſome more enunent Saints with Joys unut- 
terable ; the inſeparable Propertics of a good 
Man's Death, ) are, in the general, ſuch as 
theſe. 

I. The Righteous Perſon dies ſeaſonably. 

Amongit thoſe many things co which the 
Preacher doth afcribe a Commodity of Time, 
an Opportunity, or Seaſon, he begins with 
theſe, There js a Time to be born, and a Time Ec.3% 
2 Fr 
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zo die ; i. e. There 1s a certain Period which 
hath ſome eminent Conyemiences waiting on 
it, well worth a Man's Thankſgiving, and his 
Praiſes. Thus Plato blefled the Gods, that 
he was born whilſt Socrates did diſcipline the 
Academy. And this is the JunEture chat 
times a good Man's Death, whether he be 
removed in his greener, or his grayer Years. 
He generally, indeed, retires not till his Days 
be mary ; an Old Man, and full of Years: : 
He comes to his Grave in a full Age, even as a- 
Shock of Corn cometh in in its Seaſon. For it 
pleaſcth God to bleſs good Men with Length 


of Days, that the Gravity of their Perſons 


may give Authority to the Morality of their 
Preceprs. There is a Commanding Air in the 
Facrows of a wrinkled Brow. There 1s In-- 
fluence and Impreſſions. from the Looks of 
an Hollow Eye, which at one Inſtance gives. 
both Counſel and Example : For, thoſe that 
do pretend a Difhculry in the Rules of Ver- 
tac, how muſt they bluſh co difſemble an Im- 
potcney, when Decrepit Age doth lead them: 
Nor can they queſtion the Prudence, when 
Hoary Hairs directs them. Thus is the Mo-. 


3 tive that induced God to put Length of Days 


in Wiſdem's Right Hand : And when we bave 
at- 
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The Death of the Righteous. 5 


attained unto them, what have we more to 
ſay, than that of Simeon, Lord, now letreſt thou*"ke% 
thy. Servant depart in Peace. Seneca tancied/ © 
him almoſt «qual to the Geds, the _ = 
Number of whoſc Days were jult * OT” 28 
commenſurate to'his Proſperity. And # /oma fair. 
whert we have adyanced to a Fulneſs n- 
of Years, happy are they thar gently do re- 
eire before thoſe Days of Evil come, thoſe Tears © 12- 
draw nigh, when, through the D-crepitnels 
of an over-grown Old Age, we muſt com- 
plain, we have 10 pleaſure in them. Fhe mellow 
Fruit drops down, 1t we forbear to gather 1t ;. 
and the Hairs that are grown hoary in the Ways 
of Righteouſneſs, do chearfully reſign 'thar 
Crown of Glory to God's keeping, againſt the Day: 
that he makes up his Fewels. "Thus dics the 
Righrcous, feaſonably. 

But then I mult. confefs, it is not the Por- 
tion of each: pious Perſon; to antedate that 
Crown of. Glory which is rcſerved in Hea- 
ven, by reaching this of Gray Hairs here on 
Earth ; for ſome, hke roo precious Fruir, 
are gather'd carly.. Bur do:-we fee good Men. 
drop, and: that faſt, away ! I do not love the 
Omen ; tor, the Righteous are taken away from: ....;.. 
the Evil to come. Do the Days look black 
| | and. 


The Death of the Righteous. 
and Jowring? Who would not be glad if 


God would diſpenſe with his Promiſes and: 


wave this Bleſſing of a long Lite; rather than 
prolong his Days, to ſee and feel the Evil 
done under the Sun. It was a Promiſe made 
:Chron. tO good Foſtah, that he ſhould be gathered ts 
342% his Grave in peace ; and yet he periſhed: by 
2Clron. the Hands of his Enenues, in the Flower of 
24%» his Age : Bur he is ſaid to dic in Peace, be- 
cauſe that timely Sleep prevented his 
ru; fee in pres fore, Eyes from beholding and bewailing 
murti2) ut He nic the diſmal Ruins that were then 
yg neman Ts” ſpecdily to be executed _— 
andthe Temple of his God. Enoch, 
that pleaſed God, was the moſt ſhort-liv'd of 
all the Patriarchs' before the Flood : And 
St. Cyprian makes this neat Reflection on it, 
| That 'tis the Recompence of thoſe 
—— that walk with, and by ſo walking 
comagio Seculimerniſ®. pleaſe ther God, to obtain the Fa- 
fe transferii, Cypr. - 
tle Mort. vour of a more ſpeedy Removal out 
of the Contagion of a naughty and 
and defiled World. And, I believe, when 
cverGod takes good Men hence, before they 
reach Maturity, it 1s to deliver them from 
ſome Evil ; which either the Crazincſs of a 
weak Conſtitution, or the Uneafineſs of di- 
| {tracting 
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The Death of the Righteous. 


fracting Times, or fome other: Incommodi-- 
ty, which (though. unknowre to- us, yet ) 
was forcfecn by him to make their Lifea Bur-- 
den to them. Thus. the Righteous. die ſea-. 
fonably, cyer- when they feem to dic. uns. 
timely. 
II. - The Good Man dies naturatly. 

| All Death, indeed, x0 ſpeak Philoſophical-- 
| ly, is Natural, in that it is a Separation. of: 
: the Soul and Body 3 but here 1 expreſs my 
felt in the common Phraſe, whereby NaturaF: 
1s oppoſed to Violent: And, Lmean, that. the. 
pious Perſon 1s not forcibly bercav'd of. Lite, . 
nor fent out of the World by the Outrages. 
of Violence ; - but dies in his Bed with. his. 
Fricads about him, and-gives.up the Ghoſt 
through. the decay of Nature. I ſpeak: only. 
in the General : For that a Man may be con-- 
trained on the account of agood-Conftienee, 
| to change this Morcal Lite, - for ane Immor-- 
ys tal ; our Martyrologies inform us. Other- 
wiſc a good. Man's Exit 18 commonly ac-- 
cording to the Rules of Nature.. There are- 
three ways which forcibly do drive a-Man: 
our of the World :. The Firſt, is by the Hand: 
of God ; the Second, by the Hands of Man z- 
and the. Third, by a Man's own Hands : But: 
Reiigion;. 
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Religion, -and- the Providence of .God do 
generally preſerve a-good Man-from all ſuch 
UVnhappineſs. For, THe | 
1. When the Hand of God doth perſonal- 
ly animadvert on Man, 1t 1s to perpetuate 
the Infamy of his Guile by the Severity of his 
Sufferings, the' Singularity of 'the Judgment, 
or the Fearfulneſs of che Example : So Nadab 
and Abihu, io Corah, Dathan and Abiram pe- 
riſhed together in their Sin. But the good 
Man 1s atraid to offend his God:; his Task 
and Study, wholly is, to pleaſe him :. God 
therefore may exerciſe him, for the Trial of 
his Patience ; but he cannot, he will not de- 
troy him; for his own Name's fake. | 
1.2, -When the Hand of Man doth cut this 
Thread of Life, *cis either the Injuſtice of our 
Actions, or the Heat of our Paſhons, that are 
fuppoſed the Occaſion of 11. (TI urge t only 
m the Theſis, having-often adviſcd you, that 
m4 ſhore Diſcourſe, - I cannor' take notice of 
Particulars.) Burt the very Tenure of a good 
Man's Life, prevents the Poſſibility of ſuch 
Occurrences: So far is he'from the Deſigns 
of D:ſhoneſty, that his Hands are obliged ro 
be employed in Charity ; and ſo far «from 
exaſperating others by unruly —_ 
OF tnat 
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The Death of the Righteous. 


his Prayers. Thus his Life 1s ſafe from the 
Stroke of Juſtice, and Injuſtice too, it Chri- 
ſtanity nught be adnuttcd to repreſent unto 
che Rufhan the Obligation that ſhe lays on 
her Diſciples, to affront no Man. 

3. Then, For the peaccable Behaviour of 


his Hands, and that they may not be confe- ' 
derate againſt their own Life, Religion hath / 


provided the beſt Security. For ſhe teacheth 
us Reſignation and Submuſſhon unto God, 
whatever the Events of his Providence may 
be : And by giving us Aflurance of his Infi- 
nite Mercy, provides againſt the Injury of 
melancholy Jealouſfies. *Tis ſcarce potiible 
for a Chriſtian to end his Days through a Re- 
ſentment of private Diſcontent, as ſome think 
Achitophel did : For, if that was the Cauſe, 


the Obligation to prefer one another in the Pun- Rom 12 
Filio's of Honour, would have ſaved him from * 


the Gibbet. Nor will the Magnanimity of 
our Rcligion ſuffer any one to periſh by dif- 


animating Fears, as Zimri did. Much lets (Ring. 
o 4 Tt X 
can the Worm of Conſcience ſting us to 


death, as it did Judas the Traytor, 1t we 


throughly underſtand the Attributes of God, 
C and 


9D 
that his very Enemies may expe (becauſe they Var. 5. 
mult have) his Love ; and thoſe that curſe him, © 


ro The Death of the Righteous. 


and the Nature of Chriſtianity. Thus the 
good Man dies, becauſe Infirnutics bring all 
Men to the Grave : But he ſhortens. not his 
Days, by incurring the Penalties of Juſtice, 
through his: Diſhoneſty ; nor doth he pro- 
voke the Diſpleaſure of an Enemy, by forget- 
ting the Reconcihatory Dury of Forgryencſs:. 
He falls not out with himſelf, ehrough Paſfion 
or Peeviſhneſs ; nor dare he quarrel with his 
God, by murmuring, and lve at Difference 
with his Maker. But when the Time comes, 

' that he muſt put off this Tabernacle, and re- 
move his Dwelling, he 1s gather'd to his Fa- 
thers, in the fight of hisChildren, and paſſeth 
out of this World with all the Ceremonies of 
a ſolemn Parting, bidding is Friends Fare- 
well, and commending his Bones to the Se- 
pulchre of his Anceſters. Which leads me 
to the next Thing ; which 1s, 

HI. The Righteous Soul dies peaceably and 
calmly + T mean 1t chiefly of his Mind ; for, 
though: he may be exempted from that Gaſp- 
ing for Breath, that Tofling for want of Eaſe, 
and that Strugling for Life, which often 1s a 
Peath-bed's Exerciſe ; ' yet this 1s no more 
than what may chance to happen to a wicked 

| Man, the Cloſe of whoſe Felicity Fob reckons 
\ to 
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The Death of the Righteous. Il 


to be this, That in a Moment they go down to” *'- 
the Grave ; i. e. they do not -grapple long © 
with the Agonics of Death, but have a quick 
Departure. A _ which the Em- 
peror Azguftus always commended, Qi grirudine 
that Sie not rk and diſcom- ©" 0 
poſe the Inlodged Soul, with the Groans of 
her Pangs, and the Throbs of her Gonvul- 
ſions. Bur, as I think it no great Happineſs * 
to be mdebted to the Stupidity of our Mind, 
for the Quict of our Death , ſo I ſhall al- 
ways wiſh, my Soul may be found ſenſible of 
her Removing. Let her depart in Quiet, bur 
let her know (my God) how near ſhe is her 
Exit. And the good Marrs Peace doth whol- 
Iy ifſae from the Conſcience of his inftant 
Change. He weighs the Circumſtances of his 
preſent State, ſearches into the Truth of his 
Condition ; and finds his God appeaſed, his 
Treſpaſſes cancel'd, his Reward providcd ; 
and this not only calms, buc raviſhes his Spirit. 
When the Soul is big with this Expectation 
of Immortality, how will ſhe accuſe the Lin- 
gring, complain of the Delay, and check che 
tardy Executioner for his Remiſneſs. Each 
Moment ſeems an Age, and cach Minute a 
Century, whilſt, ſeein . Heaven from the ”_ 
2 C 
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The Death of the Righteous. 


and the Nature of Chrifttanity. Thus the: 


good Man dics, becauſe Infirnitics bring all 
Men to the Grave : But he ſhortens not his 
Days, by incurring the Penalties of Juſtice, 
through his Diſhoneſty ; nor doth he pro- 
voke the Diſpleaſure of an Enemy, by forget- 


ting the Reconcihatory Dury of Forgiyencſs: 


He falls not out with himſelf, ehrough Paſſion 
or Pecviſhneſs ; nor dare he quarrel with his. 
God, by murmuring, and lve at Difference 
with his Maker. But when the Time comes, 


that he muſt put off this Tabernacle, and re- 


move his Dwelling, he is gather'd to his Fa- 
thers, in the fight of hisChildren, and paſſeth 


out of this World with all the Ceremonies of 


a ſolemn Parting, bidding tis Friends Fare- 


well, and commending his Bones to the Se- 
pulchre of his Anceſtors. Which leads me 
to the next Thing ; which ts, 


II. The Righteous Soul dies peaceably ant 


calmly + T mean 1t chiefly of his Mind ; for, 
though: he may be exempted from that Gaſp- 
ing for Breath, that Tofſing for want of Eaſe, 
and that Strugling for Life, which often 1s a 
Death-bed's Exerciſe ; © yet this is no more 
than what may chance to happen to a wicked 
Man, the Cloſe of whoſe Felicity Fob reckons 


\ -= WM 


The Death of the Righteous. I1 
to be this, That in a Moment they go down to *'- 
the Grave ; i. e. they do not -grapple long © 
with the Agonics of Dearth, but have a quick 
Departure. A _ which the Em- 
peror Auguſtus always commended, Wm agriruiin: 
that So pres rr and diſcom- © 12m 
poſe the Inlodged Soul, with the Groans of 
her Pangs, and the Throbs of her Conyul- 
fions. But, as I think it no great Happineſs © 
to be indebted to the Stupidity of our Mind, 
for the Quict of our Death , ſo I ſhall al- 
ways wiſh, my Soul may be found ſenſible of 
her Removing. Let her depart in Quiet, bur 
let her know (my God) how near ſhe is her 
Exit. And the good Marrs Peace doth whol- 

ly flue from the Conſcience of his inſtant 
Change. He weighs the Circumſtances of his 
preſent State, ſearches into the Truth of his 
Condition ; and finds his God appeaſed, his 
Treſpaſſes cancell'd, his Reward provided ; 
and this not only calms, but raviſhes his Spirit. 
When the Soul is big with this Expectation 
of Immortality, how will ſhe accuſe the Lin- 
gring, complain of the Delay, and check the 
tardy Executioner for his Remiſneſs. Each 
Moment ſeems an Age, and cach Minute a 
Century, whlſt, ſeen A Heaven from the __ 
C 2 C 


The Death of the Righteous. 
of Death, ſhe is detain'd abſent from the En- 
joyment of it. This 1s the Cauſe admuniſters 
him Peace, and produceth his Eaſe. His Con- 


ſcience is not wounded with inviſible Stings, 
nor is his Liver gnawed with Worms that never 
die. There are no miſ-giving Frights within 
his Breaſt, ariſing from the. Guilt of Sin ; no 
Fears from the Approach of Judgment ; no 
Danger of an Arreſt from Hell : And how 
can he but die in Quiet, and lay down his 


Mori pine timeat, 
fed qui ex agua & ſpr= 
ritu nn rinatus Ge- 
henne ianibus manci- 
Patur : Mori taaneat, 
qri: nen Chrijli cruce, 
&© paſſime cer;ſetur : 
Meri tireat, qui ad 
fecundamr no tem de 
hac marte tranfibit : 
Mori timeat, quem de 
ſeculo reeedentem pe- 
rernilts fents terra 
Fiamma torguebit: Mo- 
74 timea*, cus lo: mo- 
7a lor: re cenjertiir, 
ut Cruciatus ejus & 
Gemitus intoram diffe= 
rantur. C1 pr deMorr. 


Head in Peace. For, He only hath 
reaſon to fear Peath, who, never being 
born of Water, and of the Spirit, is like 
to- be condemned to the Fires of Hell : 
Let him fear to die, who hath no In- 
tereſt in the Merits of our*Sawtour's 
Paſſion : Let him fear to die, to whom 
the Firſt is ouly a Paſſage to the Second 
Death : Let him fear to die, whom E- 
ternal Flames, when he is gone out of 
the World, will torture with a Perpetuity 
of Puniſhment : Let him fear to die, 
who gaineth thus much by his prolonged 


Stay, that his Sighs and Sorrows are the longer 


reſpited. 


But the good Man, by the Grace af 


G&ud, and. the Benefit of his Religion, 1s freed 
from all theſe Fears ; and therefore, when he 
dics, he dies mn Peace... 


Bur. 


The Death of the Righteous. 


But the Senſe of theſe Comforts, though 
they be Divine, are Perſonal, and under the . 
ſecret Teſtimony of a Man's own Breaſt. Let 
\ us, in the next place, ſee, if there be no vili- 
ble Demonſtrations, that are diſtinguiſhing 
Characters of the ſingular Peaceablcncſs of 
the Righteous Perſons Exit, | 
And. 0 ſooner have they ſet their Houfe in or- 
der, that they may die, but, with Eyes lift up 
to Heayen, you ſhall hear them account the 
many Beneficences of a Gracious God, the di> 
lTigent Vigilance of his Providence over then, . 
the bountiful Liberality of his Goodneſs to- 
ward them, the patient Exerciſe of his Longa- 
nimity upon them, and the pardoning Indul- 
gence of his Mercy to them. Thus Jacob, at 
the Article of Death, upon his-blefling 7o- 
ſeph's Children, begins. with the Commemo- 
ration of what God had graciouſly. pertorni'd 


for his Perſon; 7The'God, faith he, which fed, ,s 
me all my Life long, unto this Day ; the Angel '5: 15. 


which redeemed me from Evil, bleſs the Boys. SO 


' Moſes, bleſſing the ſame Tribe, makes menticn Du 33 


of him that appeared to him in the Buſh. And '© 
the Recollection of experienc'd Favours. muſt 
be to dying Perſons, the moſt comfortable 
Aſſurances of God's Eternal Mercy. Bur I go 
on :: 
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' on:: Did you ever hear a dying Man expreſ- 
ſing his Faith: in Chriſt, applying to himſelf 
the Pronuſes of the Goſpel, inftancing the 
Love of his God, and the boundleſs Depth of 
his Compaſhon? Did you evyer hear him ma» 
king Confeſſion of lus Creed, fumming- up 
the Evidences of the Truth of his Religion, 
and glorying in the Purity of his Faith 2 Did 
you ever hear him remitting his Brethren 
their Offences, cancelling Injuries and Wrongs, 
and forgiving Treſpaſſes with the ſame Inte- 
grity that he doth beg of God to be forgiven? 
Did you ever hear him darting up Prayers to 
Heaven, begging -for Aſſiſtance in his great 
and laſt Need, and calling on tns Redeemer, 
with a Come, Lord Jeſus ; come quickly 2 And 
I appcal to your ſelves, if his dying Cries, his 
faulrring Words, his hoarſe Ejaculations, were 
ſo regretful to your tender Hearts, as to 
fright you from the Sides of his Bed, or the 
Groans of his Sighs 2 No! His ſetting Eyes, 
his tremblmg Laps, his quivering Vorce, could 
not prevarl with you to withdraw from the 
comfortable Sound of thoſe fweert Exprel- 
ſions, which are always attended with a mer- 
c—___ 


For 
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For the Righteous Perſon, when he comes 
to die, beftows his Bleſlings upon thoſe are 
near him. - So-dicd the Patriarchs, ſo do good 
Men die. And what greater Earncſt of the 
Bleſſedneſs of thoſe that leave this World can 
we expect to have, than to hear them leave 
their Bleſſings amongft us ; reſerving only 
their laſt Breath, to commend their Souls 
unto that God that gave them. And ſuch 
as theſe muſt | 

IV. Die lamented. It was a Solkemnuy a- 
mong the Jews, and other Nations too, to cx- 


| preſs the Aﬀection they had for their depart- 


ed Friends, by hiring Women, sktiltul in 
Mourning, to kad the Lamentation. Indeed, 
the moderate Concern of a Fricnd, is a be- 
coming Teſtumony to departed Vertue ; but 
the Sokemnity of a good Man's Funcral will 
excuſe his Friends the Expences of that foolih 
piece of Vanity : Nor yet can It want the Ut- 
moſt Circumſtances of the Formality ; tor the 
Senſe of his Worth, and our Loſs, will water 
his Tomb. not with Artificial, but unfeigned 
Tearss Who can refle& on the indearing._ 
Paſſages of his Life, hisBeneyolence and Friend- 
ſhip ; his wholfom Counſels, and healing Ad- 
vice; his Brotherly Love, and diffuſive Cha- 
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rity, and (when bereft of theſe) not drop a 
Tear, to lament their own Loſs, were it poſ- 

. fible-for-them to forget his Merits? I could 
never fubſcribe to that of Ennizs, who would 

Nems melactoyms 4. DAVE NO Acquaintance to lament his 

 cre7.neg; funera flee. Obſequies; for I find it a Judgment 

Faxic, Eicdeven&t. ethreatned to Jehoiakim, thar he ſhould 

Jcr.22. have no one to lament his Fate, ſaying, Ah, 

' my Brother ! Ah, my Lord ! or, Ah, his Glory ! 
Through want of which, he is ſuppoſed 70 be 
buried, only with the Burial of an Aſs. Perhaps 
the Poct thought his Works would be immor- 
tal; and, from a Perſuaſion-of the Pythagorean 

Hora Tranſmigration, had the Vanity to conclude, 

©d.:c. (as his Followers have done ) that his Perſon 

would be ſo too. But, ſurely, Solor's With 
was far the better, who could deſire his. Friends 
to cool his Embers with Drops of Sorrows, 
that thoſe might be a Teſtimony of their Un- 
willingneſs to part wh him. And there is one 
Verſion of the Words of my Text, I mean 
the Samaritan, that plainly points at this laſt 
Friendly Office; for thus that ren- 
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pro 3) WP oidentur le- ders it, Let me die the Death of thoſe 


gifſe 392 & da that are praiſed, or celebrated ; re- 
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cantare 3 hee cnim © ſpe&ting thoſe mournful Elegies 
which were defign'd to work the 
Uniyerfal 


The Death of the Riphteons. 
Univerſal Train that did attend the Funeral, 
into a Sympathy with their Condolements. 
But then, though weeping Eyes are a juſt Tri- 
bute to conſpicuous Picty, yer Religion forbids . 
Exceſs of-Sorrow, and immoderate Grief; bc- 
cauſe that treſpaſleth upon our Hopes, and ſul- 
lies the Faith of a joyful ReſurrcEtion. Ir al- 
Jows us the Aﬀections of Men, yet re-minds us 
of the Duty of Chriſtians. Ir permits us to 
weep for our Loſs, but not to blur with our 
Tears the Brightneſs of their Glory. 

Thiele are K diſtinguiſhing Favours grant- 
ed to the Righteous, which make all dying 
Wretches to Jebre their Death. And theſe I 
take to be theſingular Privileges which made 
the wicked Prophet wiſh, rhat his laſt End might 
be like theirs. Balaam, deprived by God of his 
rich Faculty of Curſing, and coniidering, like 


the Maſter of the Pythoneſs, that the Hopes of aas «s. 


his Gain was gone ; begins to reflect on the '* 
Circumſtances he ſtood in; and finding him- 
ſelf in a ftrange Land, heconceits that he may 
dic there, and then he ſhall dic unſcaſonably : 
Seeing the Armies of Iſrael threatning Moab, 
he fears that he may periſh by their Sword ; 
and then he dies — ; then being 
conſcious to himſelf of the manifold Sorceries 
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that he was guilty of, he feels that he can ne- 
ver die with a quiet Mind: And the Counſel 
that he gave to Balak being more fatal to 1/- 


rael, than all his Curſes could be, and yer, at 
the Command of God, bringing on Mcab their 
victorious Arms, he finds that he muſt dic ha- 
ted by both, and therefore unlamented ; and 
the Preſage of this makes him cry out, Let me 
die the Death of the Rightecus. But thar is too 
great a Favour for a wretched Hypocrite yet 
in cneSenfſe he ſhall have his Wiſh ; for the or- 
dinary Gloſs from Origen thinks, that in theſe 
Words, he utter'd a Prophecy of his own De- 


De /e prophetare wi- {truction ; in that, chough he died 
drwr, Necerim i774 mot the Death of the Righteous, yet 
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is Ln, Righteous; for the Children of Iſrael 
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flew him with the Sword. In vain do Men 
expect the Rewards of Righteouſneſs, whoſe 
Lives can merit nothing but the Wages of 
Sin. There 1s. one thing yet behind, that 
conſummates the Felicities of a Righteous 
Man's Dcath ; and that 1s, 

V. Their Death is bleſſed, for they now reft 


Per. 34: from their Labours, and their Works follow them. 


Their Toil and Troubles all are ended, their 
Grief and Sorrows are concluded, their Mi- 
fery 


., 
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fery and Anguiſh have metwith a final Period, 
for the laſt Enemy is to them deſtroyed. But here 
[ have too large a Subject to engage upon; let 
me diſmiſs 1t therefore, when I have ſaid, that 
their Felicity ſhall be as great, and their BleCſ. 
{cdneſs as large, as Omnipotence thinks fit ro 
make 1t, or their Capacities can receiyc it. 
There reſt ſweet Saints, in expectation of that 
glorious Day, when Soul and Body being a- 
gain united, Heayen, if it be poflible, ſhall 
be more charming than before. 

Thus dies. the Righteous ; and thus this 
Honourable and Vertuous Lady, whoſe Ob. 
ſequies we now ſolemnize, did leave this 
World. I intend not to make a Noiſe with 
the Antiquity of her Family, though all that 
hear me know, I have Scope enough. For 
ſuch Harangues are a great Diſparagement to 
the Pulpit, but a far greater to the Mcmory 
of thoſe they would extol ; for they plainiy 
ſhew, there was no other Mcrits to make a 
Flouriſh of ; elſe they would never borrow 
Topicks from the Pomp of this World,wh:ch 
in their very Baptiſm they ſo folemnly re- 
nounced:: To apply my Diſcourſe therefore 
to the Occaſion : 

How ſcaſonably, with reſpe&t to the Num- 
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ber of her Years, this deceaſed Lady did leave 
the World, her Age, which was old, tho' vi- 
- gorous, will plainly intimate ; and how op- 
portunely,with reſpect to the Place of her De- 
parture, her late Return amongſt us,after ſome 
Years Abſence, doth as plainly ſignifie: Provi- 
dence as it were fore-caſting, that ſhe ſhould 
mcer the Comforts of a Righteous Death, in 
that ſame Place where ſhe had enjoy'd the 
Pleaſurcs of an Innocent Lite; and that they 
who had bcen Partakers of her Hoſpitality 
whilſt ſhe liv'd, ſhould be the ſenfible Mourners 
of her Death. God was pleaſed to take her to 
his Merey in the common Way of an ordina- 
ry Diſeaſe, an Acute Fever : Burt with what 
Calmneſs, both of Mind and Body, ſhe depart- 
ed hence, her Devotion(whulſt her Underſtand- 
ing was unprejudiced ) 1s a Teſtimony of the 
one; and the Diſcaſe1t felt, which rather would 
geprive her of her Senſes, than ſuffer her to 
feel the Pains, 1s Evidenee of the othcr. I need 
ect add, ſhe dies lamented ; for the Fears in 
fo many Eyes, and the Sadneſs upon all Coun- 
tenances, are ſorrowful, but lively Expreſſions 
of x. When we call ro mind the flouriſhing 
Conditicn of a Neighbouring Seat; with what 
a bceeming Freedom, and.judicious — 

all 
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all things were manag'd there; what obliging 
Tempers, candid Deportment, and winning 
Behaviour we met with there ; and confidec 
how great a Share ſhe bore in that Concern, 
we muſt be fo juſt ro her Memory, as to ad- 
mire her Conduct. Not a reproachful Word ; 
no, nor an unwelcom Louk, the meaneſt thar 
came there did mect with. With what a ſin- 
gular Diſcrction ſhe manag'd what is the hard- 
eſt Task of the Female Oeconomy, the Beha- 
viour to a Daughter-in-Law, vou all can wit- 
neſs : There was a mutual Endearment, and 
dutiful Correſpondence, honourably maintain- 
ed betwixt them, whilſt they lived together. 
I will fay nothing of her Conjugal Aﬀection 
to that Great Man, whoſe Reli& ſhe was ; ſhe 
hath left a laſting Monument thereof, which 
will ſurvive hers, as well as his Funeral. Whats 
Tenderneſs ſhe ſhew*'d unto her Children's 
- Children, would require almoſt as much time 
to relate, as Days have paſs'd fince her Son's 
Interment; there being few, but what have fome 
Mark, or other, of her Generofity to them. 
She took care to ayoid (what the Debauchery 
of the Age hath made too Modiſh) the Avenue 
to all Temptations, Idleneſs and Effeminacy. 


Seldom could you ſee her, but her Work was 
nar 
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near her ; and tho' ſhe ſomctimes would di- 
vert her ſclt with a little Recreation, yet her 
Work it was, that fecm'd, not half ſo much 
her Buſineſs, as her Pleaſure. Her Service for 
her God, ard the Convenience of it, was that 
which brought her, in her laſt Days, amongſt 
us : And how ſincerely ſhe pertorm'd at, her 


trequent Attendance at the Altar, as well as 


Pulpit, will inform you. As ſhe was a Mem- 
ber of, ſo was well grounded in; and ſteady 
'to the Principles of the beſt of Churches. And 
tho” I would not injure the Memory of her 
prousHusband, byſuſpecting himto be Is fix'd 
in the Church, that he had made his Choic?, 
and not his Chance ; yet I am well ſatisfied, 
that her unſhaken Reſolutions did help to pre- 
vent manya Shock, with which the Fricnds of 
his Perſon, but Adverſa: 1es cf his Faith, would 
have otherwiſe aflaulted him. This Faith ſhe 
held moſt firm unto rhe End, dying with the 
ſamc Devotion that ſhe hved ; and lifting up 
her Hanas, when ſhe could not her Voice, 
unto the God of Heaven. | 
Thus dies the Reghtecus! And, Bleſſed Ze- 
ſs, may our laſt End be hke his. If it be thy 
holy Will, crown our Ycars with Hoary 
Hairs; and -when the Time of our Departure 


dcth 
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doth approach, gather us unto cur Fathers in 


Peace ; and for thoſe mourntul Friends we 
leave behind us, recompence us with the So- 
cicty of the Firſt-born in Heaven ; and then 
[ball we ever be with the Lord. 

Tell me, you that hear me, if this be not a 
Temptation, rather thin an Invitation, for 
every one to lead an holy Lite. How :leaſing 
will it be when you come to die, ( and dic 
you muſt ) to lic down in Peace, and flcep in 
full Aurance of a glorious Reſurrection. Re- 
ligion makes the meancſt of hcr Votarics fo 
happy, that they who hate the Strictne(s of 
their Lives, do yct dcfire the Comforts of 
their Death. Foolth Men ! What Gcd hath 
joyn'd togetner, you cannot put aſunder. Do 
Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of T hiſttes ? 
Can the Stream be clear, that runs from trou- 
bled Fountains ? Or can thas Mind be calm, 
that bas a working Cenſcterce ? No ; Ba- 
laam's Lite, will have Balaam's Death ; and 
the Works of Sin, the Wages cf Sin. But 
this Subjz&t doth require another Treatiſe. 
To cloſe all therefore : 

Let us, in fine, obſerve the diſtinguiſhirg 
Characters of theſe dying Men. Here 15-0nc 
affrights me with his hideous Sighsand crop 
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as if hewas 1n the very Mouth of Hell, and in 


-the Gripes of Deyils. There 1s another cranſ- 


ports me with fuch devour Ejaculations, ſweet 
_Strains, and raviſhing Anthems, that I can be- 
*licve no other, but chat he 1s juſt entring into 


the Choir of Heaven, and go0INg to joyn Con- 
*{orc in the Hymns of Angels: Would a Wiſh 


therefore ſerve the turn, there is not a Soul 


in Hell, but would have criedout, Let me die 

| the Death of the Righteous. But this 1s the Time, .._ 
TOE . that God laughs at their Calamities, and mocks - 
' «becauſe their Fears are come. 
that have Oil in- your Lamps, and Marrow in 
your Bones, let the Light of one ſhine forth 


You therefore 


1n your Lives, before the other be laid todry 
within your Graves. Walk as Children of the 
Light, bihore thoſe Days of Darkneſs, which 


are many, that Night*over-caſt you, when 


you cannot work. Live as the Righteous, 


thar you may die as the Righteous, and your 


Laſt End be I:ke-his : An End, that ſhall ne- 


'ver have an End. To which bleſſed End, God, 


of his Infinite Goodneſs and Grace, bring us alll, 


"through the Merits-of Chriſt Feſus our Saviour. 
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